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Site Observation Report 
 
GENERAL INFORMATION 
ENGINEER: Greg Latreille 
DATE: October 15, 2008 
TIME: 9:00 am – noon 
WEATHER: Clear skies, light breeze, single digits warming to teens 
PROJECT NO.: 205176 
PROJECT NAME: Selawik Clinic 
 
COMMENTS: 
 
Work status to date: 
All steel piles have been installed, including those that will support the exterior ramps and 
walkways, although there are currently no elements attached to these piles.  The floor 
platform has been completely constructed for the extent of the heated building.  This 
includes all floor girders, beams, and joists, most connections, blocking, hold-down ties, 
and floor sheathing.  All of the steel wide flange beams have been installed and the HSS 
columns that support the roof have been erected and connected to the beams.  Walls 
construction has not yet begun. 
 
Report: 
The site observation was performed by myself with the aid and assistance of Gideon 
Mahoney with UIC. 
 
Status of work:  The construction appears to be going very well.  The portion that has been 
completed is square and level, well-constructed, and, as far as I found, in conformance with 
the contract documents.  Gideon and the rest of the UIC crew impress me as a contractor 
with skill, attention to detail, and a general desire to deliver a quality project with all of the 
required structural and other elements in place. 
 
Items encountered: 
 
• Before walking through the construction site, I discussed the project with Gideon in the 

project office and answered several of his questions.  I was able to answer most of his 
questions on the spot, although some required further investigation to be performed 
back in my office at BBFM. 

 
• Referring to detail 8 on S502, a double joist is called out at each side of the hold down.  

For hold downs adjacent to the exterior wall, the contractor asked if it is acceptable to 
have a double joist on one side only, since the large spandrel glulam beams make up 
the other side.  The mechanical chase in the floor creates a similar situation with an 
LVL.  I informed the contractor that double joists are not required where a spandrel 
glulam beam or LVL beam is located. 



Selawik Clinic Site Observation October 15, 2008 
- 2 - 

 
Dennis L. Berry, PE Forrest T. Braun, PE Troy J. Feller, PE Colin Maynard, PE 

 

 
Hold down anchor at LVL 

 
• Referring to detail 3 on S501, which shows TJI blocking between joists, the contractor 

showed me that this blocking was not applied in the very last joist space on either side 
due to lack of room and interference with the glulam beam to glulam girder connection.  
I informed him that it is acceptable to leave out this one space of blocking on each side. 

 
No blocking in last joist space 

 
• The contractor mentioned that the entire building was raised a significant amount in 

order to accommodate the tops of the steel thermal piles.  He asked if this would have 
an effect on the slope and dimensions of the ramps.  I will need to consult Bettisworth 
North and address this concern. 

 
• One of the steel piles has been cut off too short and will need a welded extension.  The 

contractor asked about inspection requirements.  I will prepare a more formal response 
to this topic in the near future. 

 
• All of the connection elements and floor members appear to have been constructed 

and erected in accordance with the contract drawings. 
 
• Before I left for the day, the contractor set the glulam beams that run down the center 

of the building and support the roof trusses.  No other structure was tied to these 
beams, and they were therefore not laterally braced in any way.  I spoke with Gideon 
about this situation, and he stated that he was planning to erect some stability bracing 
to prevent any damage due to wind loading on the faces of the glulam beams.  I agreed 
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that this is a good idea. 

 
Roof support beams – unbraced 
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