Year 3 Alaska Marketplace Finalists

“Innovations for Thriving Communities”
Affordable Energy

AM30066
Forest Firewood






Mark Leary, Bethel

With the skyrocketing cost of energy in Rural Alaska, the Native Village of Napaimute’s leadership proposes to develop a firewood business to create further economic opportunity in their community to help provide affordable energy alternatives to Lower River residents through the use of new technology. They plan to utilize project-dedicated employees, specialized firewood production and packaging equipment, and web based advertising by selling packaged firewood of various sizes using barge transportation.

AM30102
Alaska Energy Solutions



Dale Erickson, Tanana

Rural Onsite Testing & Application of Energy Technologies

Test petroleum-based alternative and renewable energy producing/saving technologies for use in Alaska’s harsh weather conditions.  The company will also provide certified energy raters to conduct audits in village homes.  There are 116 certified raters in Alaska and only 16 are rural based, none are located in an interior village. 

AM30113
Woodstoves in Rural Alaska



William Avugiak, Chefornak

Bering Sea Affordable Energy, providing affordable energy in rural Alaska.  Residents in Chefornak can view and observe a certified EPA approved wood stove(s) and purchase it on site.  This will help residents in the villages of Kipnuk, Newtok, Nightmute, Toksook Bay, by helping Alaskan Natives in coastal villages in the Y-K area by selling affordable wood stoves.

AM30121
Project Winergy





Shayne Thompson, Angoon

Project Winergy’s purpose is to regulate the cost of living for community members of Angoon by sustaining the current Profit Sharing Rebate Program and controlling the costs of products available at Angoon Trading Co., by applying wind-generated energy into member’s homes.
AM30133
Kobuk River Cabins and a Community

 Eva Sheldon-Mandregan, Anchorage

Kobuk River Cabins was established in 2007, to provide guided fishing and tours, cabin, and tent rentals along the Kobuk River.  They will employ local residents from Kobuk, Ambler, and Shungnak to build the cabins from timber taken from our property.  Once the cabins are built, other service jobs will be available to provide future jobs in a high unemployed region.
AM30137
Copper River Wild Salmon Company


Robin La Vine, Cordova

The Copper River Wild Salmon Company is a fishing collective that will be the anchor tenant of Cordova Community Cold Storage.  To offset critical start-up and high energy costs, as well as and augment cash flow.  Canneries and processing plants in Alaska buy raw product from producers at wholesale prices to the highest bidder.  Profits do not stay within the community.  This will provide an avenue for direct marketing and result in a Cordova community brand.

AM30162
Solar and Wood Powered Radiant Soil Heated Greenhouse
John Bartolino, Ouzinkie


Creating a work at home business that will provide fresh fruits and vegetables to the village of Ouzinkie to improve the diet and health of the people by making available locally grown organic fruits and vegetables that could directly affect the obesity, heart disease, and any other diet related health problems.
Practical Use of New Technology

AM30056
A Cut Above Quilting





Barbara Ramos, Bethel
Quilting Service Utilizing Advanced Computer Technology

The Quilting Corner will be the new home business that will flourish due to the abundance of quilters in the Bethel area.  This business will fulfill a void, presently only one person is providing quilting services.  Many of the region’s quilters depend on quilting to supplement their livelihoods and to express individual passions.  

AM 30059
Wrangell Community E-Store




Tis Peterman, Wrangell

To improve the economic well-being of Alaska Native artists by proving basic business assistance including:  making inventory control and accounting tools designed to address specific challenges faced by individual clients.  To stimulate demand for rural Alaskan art via the internet.  The proposed Wrangell Community E-store is intended to promote a fair market value for rural works of art, provide opportunities for the next generation of Alaska’s Native artists, and increase global awareness of Alaska Native cultures.
AM30063
Tundra Woodworks






Patrick Hall, Chevak


Tundra Woodworks intends to start a woodworking shop to build strong, quality sleds.  In rural Alaska, freight sleds are a necessity for a subsistence life style.  Sleds ordered are plastic and because of the extreme conditions – break easily and cannot be repaired.  Building quality, freight sleds using locally harvested and commercial grade materials and to have the equipment available for repairs.

AM30067
Yupikarts.com





 Cecilia Frenzl, Delta Junction

Yupikarts.com will be the virtual office representing Toksook Bay, Nightmute, Tununak, Newtok and Chefornak arts and crafts.  The web based home business will be dedicated as a service for relatives beautiful artwork, showcasing their work on the website and avoiding the high cost of air fare which is the only avenue to place products into markets outside of their villages.
AM30075
Tundra Tee 








Alice Bioff, Nome

Tundra Tee is an exciting new business that will offer t-shirt designs with themes which are uniquely representative of the rural culture and traditions of Alaska.  Its goal is to capture and fuse together images of both the traditional and modern lifestyles and develop fun, positive, modern t-shirts that will offer a novel way to express pride in Alaskan Native heritage.

AM30104
Gokodiakalaska.com






Kari Ann Sherod, Kodiak

The objective of Gokodiakalaska.com is threefold. First, to help rural entrepreneurs to market their services to tourists’ world wide.  Second to, provide tourists with an opportunity to make the most of their “Last Frontier experience” by being a one-stop shop for destination planning.  Thirdly, provide the opportunity to provide for the family to not have to relocate her family to urban Alaska, where I prefer to live.
AM30119
Angoon Recycling Program





Melissa Cullum, Angoon

Admiralty Research and Development, Inc., mission is to develop progressive employment opportunities in Angoon.  In a time of rising fuel and utility costs in Alaska, it is time to start focusing attention on greener more ecologically friendly ways by recycling and reduce growing the dump waste.
AM30124
Electric Car Instruction & Conversion in Rural Communities
Michael Golub, Dillingham

The goal is to recycle non-running cars and converting them to use electric power.  The objective is to prevent old cars from becoming trash and increase their efficiency and lifetime use.  It is more affordable to convert and reuse an old car than to purchase a new car and ship it.

AM30125
Kvichak Organic Produce




AlexAnna Salmon, Igiugig

Igiugig Village Greenhouse


Igiugig Village Greenhouse will provide flowers, fresh fruits, vegetables, and eggs to local residents and area businesses by using organically grown and harvested produce.  Igiugig Tribal Village Council has successfully completed their pilot projects of a community chicken coop, potato garden, village beautification and worm waste fertilizer.  The goal is to offer healthier food choices to combat obesity and related diseases such as diabetes.

AM30155
The Instant Wild Alaska Soups



Archie Ferguson, Kotzebue

This idea is to create a new style of instant soups made from real Alaskan wildlife such as: salmon, arctic char, trout, sheefish, caribou, moose and reindeer.  The instant soups will be similar to what’s in the market but will be made into instant meals such as chowders, stews, and soups.  All freeze-dried properly and made to just add hot water and ready to eat, which also is great for camping.
AM30158
Hear The North / Here The North




Laura Thomas, Barrow
Utqiagvik Audio Tours

Create self-guided audio walking tours focusing on Barrow’s rich cultural and scientific heritage, and unique ecological location at the top of the North American continent.  Our objective is to create activities/enterprise that draws tourists to Barrow and encourage them to stay longer; and provide summer employment opportunities for individuals in Barrow.  

Innovative Ideas to Reduce the Cost of Living

AM30045
C Side Lumber Works





Fred Sagoonick, Shaktoolik
Small Scale Sawmill


To start a small economically feasible lumber mill utilizing beached spruce driftwood commonly found on the beaches between Shaktoolik and Unalakleet.  The plan includes purchasing of a small portable sawmill and construction of a facility in Shaktoolik.  Lumber made will be of the most prevalent sizes used in building construction and home improvements.

AM30058
Yukon-Kuskokwim Wild Rice Project


Gordon F. Grenfell, Jr., Bethel

Yukon-Kuskokwim Wild Rice project will gather information concerning the introduction of wild rice to the Y-K Delta as an economic resource and edible food source and perform specific research about degree temperature days in coloration with in the photo period.  Introducing this new food source, which is easily grown, has high nutritional value and is easily harvested during the traditional harvest times, will increase economic stability with a renewable cash flow.
AM30076
The Meyers’ Farm: Farming on the Tundra



Tim Meyers, Bethel

The Meyer’s family has developed a small family garden into a dynamic 3.5 acre farm.  Currently, the farm supplies vegetables to dozens of community members during the summer and up to 30 people year round.  However, the farm has reached its capacity.  The goal is to develop resources that allow the farm to achieve increased self-sufficiency and provide vegetables to a growing number of people year around.

AM30096
The Fishing Widow Expansion




Liz Rietveld, Copper River

To offer local artists of all forms; visual, auditory and culinary and to have an infrastructure needed to create, teach, and sell their craft.  The Fishing Widow building will house the retail space for local artists to sell their artwork on consignment, workshop areas to hold classes for the community on a variety of subjects ranging from food preparation to fur sewing, performance space for music events and a DEC approved kitchen facility that can be utilized to prepare food products that can be sold to retail outlets.
AM30120
Use of Spruce Beetle Killed Trees
  



Luther Nagaruk, Homer

This project will make use of Spruce Bettle killed timber and old timber that may fall victim to the Spruce Beetle devastation.  The milled timber can be used to build sleds and many other timber used by hunters and homemakers of Northwestern Alaska.

AM30130
Camp Qalhaq






Margaret Schaeffer, Kiana
Ilinniagvik Attautchikun

The indigenous people of Northwest Alaska, the Inupiaq, have depended on the land and sea for subsistence and maintain a close connection with the land and sea for thousands of years.  Food was taken and clothing was made from the animals that inhabit the area, which included seal, waterfowl, walrus, caribou, moose and salmon.  This nonprofit organization will preserve cultural activities and encourage the bartering of goods and enable the people to practice traditional Inupiaq activities of food storage, preparation and hunting techniques that are being lost to modern methods.

AM30148
Southeast Alaska Livestock Production and Processing


Clint Daniels, Sitka

This project expands and augments an existing successful agriculture project in Sitka.  It will provide a mobile USDA meat processing facility that enables the economical production of pork and poultry in southeast Alaska communities.  Pigs and poultry are bred at the facility and raised solely on cast-off food from grocery stores & restaurants.  This waste food is otherwise disposed of as non-recyclable garbage and barged to the lower 48 at a great cost to the city.
Investing in People

AM30060
JT’s Snack Shop






John T. Willie, Napakiak
To open a small, mobile restaurant/store that offers a variety of food: sandwiches, pizza, hot dogs, and hamburgers as well as other western fast foods. They will sell sodas from a fountain, and fruit drinks. They would also offer Native foods such as fried bread, agutaq, wild berries, dried and smoked white fish, salmon fish strips, and seal oil.   There would also be t-shirts and shorts embossed with local high school team names and the village name and those of nearby villages.

AM30065
Birch Water







Martin Kelly, Pilot Station
This nutritional drink commonly referred to as Birch Water is an all natural base tapped from birch trees within pristine locations both in Western and Central Alaska during the spring.  The buckets of Birch water collected are homogenized using the most sanitary and safest measures to ensure the best quality; the treated birch water is bottled in sanitized 8 oz. containers and capped using extreme safety precautionary measures and stored to maintain freshness.  Birch water has its own sweet and distinct flavor.  They have developed different flavored Birch water to include Spruce Needle, Labrador Tea and Blueberry which are currently being tested.
AM30068
Tanakon Tours





Cynthia Erickson, Tanana
Alaska Native River Tours


Our project objective is to introduce and educate people on the Athabascan native lifestyles along the Yukon River.  This will be accomplished by a river raft tour.  The adventure consists of a scenic drive from the golden heart city of Fairbanks to the Yukon River Bridge with various historic stops such as the Alaskan pipeline and natural springs. The raft tour will begin at the Yukon River Bridge to the Athabascan village of Tanana and will introduce tourists to several villages and fish camps along the way. Exposing tourists to the land, animals, native culture, and importance of subsistence lifestyle.
AM30069
Alaska Juice Company





Caroline Kroll, Anchorge
To enable rural Alaskan Native communities to develop sustainable bilberry harvesting to sell berries to Alaskan Juice Company.  AJC will be sold to the U. S. commercial market.  It’s goal is to have majority of production in community where berries are from.  Alaska Juice Company wants to make a juice from berries gathered and processed in rural Alaska.

AM30071
Cup’ik Dance Songs of the Tundra



Dr. John F. Pingayak, Chevak
The goals are to record two adult and children dance songs of Eskimo dance songs composed by Dr. Pingayak with written lyrics in Cup'ik and English translation;  2.  video production: in traditional setting-tundra or qaygiq (meeting house).of  two people dancing and performing the motions of the songs and provide explanation of each song and meaning behind the song and the motion and makimg it relaxing and comfortable.  Including humor, short stories, and traditional values of the Cup'ik people and teach students video productions and script writing and planning.  Lastly, to produce high quality productions- to encourage others to do it if they have songs.  They will invite established groups to record two songs they used from the composition of songs.

AM30093
Alaska Yukon River Expeditions




Shirley Cleaver, Galena

Alaska Yukon River Expeditions goal is to enter into the tourism market in the Yukon-Koyukuk Region of Alaska. This is an untapped resource currently not available, it would provide a unique and innovative trip of a lifetime.  The objective is to share with clients the Koyukon Athabascan culture while aboard an adventurous riverboat tour for a number of days. Based out of Galena, Alaska, clients will travel the mighty Yukon River by way of riverboat to visit traditional fish camps, hike for artifacts, enjoy scenic wildlife views and partake in various recreational activities. Guides are local residents who practice the way of life with Native traditions, are knowledgeable about the wilderness and enjoy all that Alaska's great outdoors has to offer.
AM30097
Margie’s Material






Ashley Baker, Kotzebue

There is a great need for Arctic survival gear that can be made in Margie’s store and with a unique experience in having lived in the Arctic her entire life. Her goal is to provide an affordable and accessible site for local residents to purchase essentials items for life in the Arctic. In rural Alaska it is difficult to purchase those vital items needed for survival in the Arctic; therefore, Margie wants to make it easy as possible for the people of Kotzebue and those in the outlying villages to obtain those items. By providing a website it will make it easier for those not in Kotzebue to order from the store.
AM30114
Beads in Rural Alaska





Arlene Avugiak, Chefornak
The business idea is "Arlene's Beads Artwork Supplies",  providing art beads supplies in western Alaska. Bead artist in the villages from Chefornak, Alaska will be provides services of many different bead supplies for Native Alaskan artists. Also to sell bead artwork from local artists and around the world artwork to creat ideas for local artists in bead work.
AM30123
Pete’s Treats of Cordova, Alaska



Peter Hoepfner, Cordova
Pete's Treats is delighted to showcase locally harvested and hand selected native Alaskan berries infused within quality Belgium chocolate.  He is dedicated to producing  artisan chocolates of exceptional quality and purity in Cordova Alaska.  His goal is to satiate the chocolate lovers desires by offering the  Alaskan Experience  in truffles.  In this fast paced world a little indulgence in Pete’s Treats becalms the mind and sends the soul soaring. 

AM30141
Fresh Water Seal Watcher





Bertram Foss, Iliamna
Primary objective is to offer sightseeing of Fresh Water Seals on Lake Iliamna.  Lake Iliamna lies in the middle of the Lake Clark region and is the largest lake in Alaska and the second largest lake in the United States, at 1,115 square miles.  As a tourism-based operation with various sightseeing tour schedules (in summer months), a website would be established to attract people to visit Lake Iliamna and the rare fresh water seals.  In addition, the tour can also be a fishing trip if people choose to do this, being Iliamna Lake attracts fishermen from around the world who return annually.  The lake is an important part of the largest remaining wild sockeye salmon runs in the world.

AM30146
Alaskan Authentics – A Piece of Alaska with a Traditional Touch   Tracey Bartley, Seward
To instruct the Alaska Native community and Seward residents as a whole with the tools of her trade and to highlight Alaska Native Artistry’s cultural significance to native people and educate the Seward Tourists the importance of preserving our Alaskan Native Culture.  A location in the Seward harbor is available with a store front, a back room for lessons, and room for any artist in the Seward area to come in and work on their projects.  

AM30147
From Shellfish Subsistence to Sustainable Farming
 

Marie Bader, Homer
Shellfish farming in Alaska is greatly under-developed.  Although Alaska has more coastline with nutrient-rich, cold, unpolluted, protected water than all the rest of the United States, Alaska ranks at the bottom for producing clams, mussels, and oysters.  Any coastal village that has historically gathered clams and mussels could very easily transitioned to cultivate the market of shellfish for the world’s markets.   Because shellfish mariculture in Alaska is a new industry, the Kachemak Shellfish Mariculture Association (KSMA) is working to change the face of mariculture in Alaska, but the process is multi-faceted and needs specific financial assistance to accomplish.  KSMA is currently building a first-ever in Alaska Shellfish Facility to promote mariculture of shellfish in Alaska.  This building will house processing, retail, education and training space.  
AM30167
Biomass Pellet Technology





Daniel L. Apted, Anchorage

Apted Technologies goal is to install, and/or operate a biomass pellet production plant in every recognized community in Alaska but would like to begin with just one.  Biomass pellets can be used to provide inexpensive renewable environmentally beneficial energy to heat, electrify, and fuel home, businesses and vehicles in Alaska.  The biomass pellets can be made using raw feedstock available in all areas of the State of Alaska.
Rural Housing of the Future

AM30038
Aksik Clip on Radiator Fins



Edmond Apassingok, Gambell

The business objective of Aksik is to commercialize and sell a clip-on radiator fin for baseboard heating systems. Homes all across rural Alaska are heated by baseboard heating systems. Many of the radiator fins get dirty, dented and are not properly matched to the size of the boiler. This reduces the heating efficiency and wastes precious heat and fuel. Our long term objective is to use this Alaska Native innovation to provide the following the benefits to rural Alaska – reduce the amount of heating fule, reduce the cost of plubming, and create a profitable business.
AM30112
Arctic Building Company



Andrew Christopherson, Anchorage

The Arctic Building Company will design, patent, and market the ABC House- an energy efficient prefabricated home for the harsh climates of Alaska's remote areas.  This structure will be assembled from several ISO shipping containers welded together and covered with a layer of earth.  The design will achieve very high levels of thermal efficiency and strength at extremely low cost by utilizing the containers, soil, and construction labor that are already abundant in Alaska.  Home assembly will be possible in any village across the state, since the standard ISO container structural components can be easily transported by train, truck, or barge.  Additionally, the ABC House will be wired to easily incorporate small wind turbines, solar panels, and micro hydro generators into its electrical system.  The ABC House's design is a modern interpretation of traditional Alaskan sod housing, and its efficient design will enable rural residents to dramatically reduce the high construction costs and rising energy prices that are forcing them to migrate to urban centers.
AM30129
Porcupine River Timber




Dacho Alexander, Fort Yukon

Porcupine River Timber is an innovative business geared towards building rural housing of the future.  The objective of this housing project is to maximize the use of local natural resources in the construction and heating of energy efficient housing in the rural Gwich in community of Fort Yukon.  Built with locally logged and milled white spruce, the homes will be constructed to accommodate both solar panels to provide electricity, and a centralized biomass wood-fired boiler system, providing heat and hot water for multiple homes in order to reduce the cost of living for individual residents.

